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Porta Optica Study project started on 1 February 2006

Porta Optica Study project began in February 2006 and will last until the end of January 2007. It is funded by the European Commission with the goal of preparing the development of high-speed, dark fiber-based research and education network in Eastern Europe, the Baltic States and Southern Caucasus regions. The consortium of 12 partners will provide National Research and Education Networks in the Eastern Europe regions with a set of useful reports and case studies about the deployment of optical network as well as economic, legal and strategic issues. Poznań Supercomputing and Networking Center from Poland coordinates the project progress.

Success of the Porta Optica Study will enable new level of cooperation within European Research Area. High-speed communication infrastructure will provide advanced network services and will contribute significantly to building the Information Society in Eastern and Southeastern regions of Europe.

There are 14 European countries enagaged on the growth of the project: Armenia (represented by CEENet), Austria (CEENet), Azerbaijan  (represented by CEENet), Belarus (NCIRT), Czech Republic (CESNET), Georgia (GRENA), Greece (GRNET), Estonia (EENET), Lithuania (LITNET), Latvia (IMCS-UL), Moldova (RENAM), Poland (PSNC), Slovakia (SANET) and Ukraine (URAN).

Dark fiber which refers to unused optical fiber installed by telecom operators is the only transmission medium providing virtually unlimited capacity and flexibility in network development. Possession of leased or installed dark fibers means openness to new solutions for the National Research and Education Networks and will be vital for the proper development of research and education in Europe. Taking advantage of dark fiber, several European Union NRENs have dramatically increased their network capacities and are now leaders in the research community.

To allow implementation of advanced network infrastructure the project will identify user communities and leading research centers which can collaborate at the international level. Deep analysis of infrastructure availability and market conditions will be done to enable creation of case studies for deployment of dark fiber-based network including interconnections to pan-European research and education network GÉANT2. Finally, project results will be disseminated to raise awareness of the significance of the expansion of research networking by providing new source of research innovations and speeding up widespread technology transfer to society and industry.

For more information about Porta Optica Study project, please visit www.porta-optica.org.
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